Phenotypic and phylogenetic evidence for a close relationship between Lactococcus garvieae and Enterococcus seriolicida.
Cultural, biochemical and protein profiling studies were performed on L. garvieae strains isolated from diseased rainbow trout and on the fish pathogen Enterococcus seriolicida ATCC 49156. The results, confirmed by 16 rRNA sequence analyses, indicate that E. seriolicida ATCC 49156 should be reclassified in the genus Lactococcus. Contrary to previous reports, both L. garvieae and E. seriolicida were found to be beta-haemolytic.